
The
Sacrament of

Baptism
Gate to Christianity

THEOLOGY THURSDAYS



Titles and Typolgies of
Baptism

"As You have bestowed upon us the grace of sonship through the washing of rebirth and renewing of the Holy
Spirit" (Epiphany Fraction) - "The birth from on high through water and Spirit" (Coptic Basil Liturgy)

Justin Martyr, first apology, chapter 61: { And this washing is called illumination, as those who learn
these things are illuminated in the mind}. He called it too “Water of the life”

The pool which was stirred by the angel and granted healing to those who were sick.
John 5:1-9 - Tertullian, Ambrose and Didymus the Blind

Washing of the New Birth or Second Birth (Title of Baptism)

Illumination - Justin Martyr (Title of Baptism)

Crossing the Red Sea (OT Typology)

Pool of Bethesda (NT Typology)

"You (God) split the fountains and the valleys …, You looked at the red sea with Your awesome power and dried it up
for the Israelites to cross, and by Moses You baptised them all" (Coptic Baptismal Prayer)



Baptism in the Early Church
Jean Danielou - The Bible and Liturgy

Night before Easter Sunday - Theophany - Pentecost

"Whoever wishes to give in his name does so on the eve of Lent; and a priest notes down all the
names”.

Does he lead a good life? Does he respect his parents? Is he given to drunkenness or to lying?
 
You have called your servants by your holy blessed Name. write their names in the book of life and consider them with your
people who revere You.”
“Again, let us ask God the Pantocrator, the Father of our Lord God and Saviour, Jesus Christ, for Your servants whose name
was presented and entered into the faith by Your Grace. Make them worthy to attain Your grace for which they were brought
forward

Three times in the Year

Enrolement

Examination of Candidates



Baptism in the Early Church
Jean Danielou - The Bible and Liturgy

During this time, the catechumens are to church every day, at the hour of Prime.

40 Day Retreat

Theological Teaching
After the exorcism every morning came the catechesis… for the bishop, and all those who are to be baptized sit
in a circle around him, both men and women, and their godfathers and godmothers, and also all those who wish
to hear, provided they are Christians. 

During these forty days, the bishop goes through all the Scriptures, beginning with Genesis, explaining first the
literal and then the spiritual sense: this is what is called catechesis.

I renounce you, Satan, with all your impure works, all your evil soldiers, all your wickedness, all your powers,
all your despicable worship, all your deceiving and misleading trickery, all your armies, all your principalities,
and all the rest of your hypocrisy. I renounce you! I renounce you! I renounce you!

Denouncing the Devil



Baptism in the Early Church
Jean Danielou - The Bible and Liturgy

“I accept/Confess you, O Christ, my God, with all Your Holy commandments, all Your life-giving service and
works. I believe in one God, God the Father the Pantocrator and his only begotten Son, Jesus Christ, our
God, with the Holy Spirit, the Life-Giver, The resurrection of the body, and in one Holy, Catholic, and
Apostolic Church.”

Professing the Faith

Entrance into the Baptistry
These ceremonies take place outside the baptistery; the candidate is treated as being still a stranger to the
Church. 
The entrance into the baptistery marked the beginning of the immediate preparation for Baptism, and it
included two preliminary rites:

Laying Aside of
Clothing

Anointing with
Oil Immersion



Baptism in the Early Church
Jean Danielou - The Bible and Liturgy

St. Ambrose Says: "After Baptism, you have received white garments, that they may be the sign that you have
taken off the clothing of sin and that you have been clad in the pure garments of innocence"
Also the white garment is the garment of Salvation - presented back to the Lord at judgement day

White Clothing



Infant Baptism
P A T R I S T I C

Irenaeus (d. 202), Hippolytus (d. 215), Origen (d. 254), Cyprian (d. 258), Augustine (d.
430) ALL AGREED ""He came to save all persons by means of Himself- all, I say, who
through Him are born again to God, infants, and children, and boys, and youths, and
old men" (Against Heresies, 2:22:4)

Tertullian (220 A.D) Let them come when they are growing up, when they are of an
age to be instructed”. 

Mixed opinions from the Early Church fathers:

B I B L I C A L

Matthew 19:14: “Let the little children come to Me, and do not forbid them; for of such is
the kingdom of heaven.”

In Matthew 28:19 says:"Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit“.

And there are several passages record the baptism of a whole “households”, which may
have included children and infants. Acts: 10:24;10:44; 16:14-15;19-34; 1Cor 1:16



Why Baptism?

"Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptised
into Christ Jesus were baptised into His death? Therefore
we were buried with Him through baptism into
death..."Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we shall
also live with Him"  (Rom.6: 3-4, 8). 

"...we died with Him... we were buried with Him... we have
been united together in the likeness of His death... our old
man was crucified with Him.“

St. Ambrose expresses the same idea: "You were
questioned: Do you believe in Jesus Christ and in His
cross? You said: I believe; and you were plunged into the
water. This is why you were buried with Christ. For the
man who is buried with Christ, rises with Him" ( De Sacr. II,
20; Botte66). 

Participate in the Lord's Death and Resurrection



Why Baptism?

"And now why are you waiting? Arise and be
baptised, and wash away your sins" (Acts 22: 16).

"But you were washed, but you were sanctified,
but you were justified in the name of the Lord
Jesus and by the Spirit of our God" (1Cor.6: 11). 

"Repent, and let every one of you be baptised in
the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of
sins“ (Acts 2: 37,38).

Forgiveness of Sins



Why Baptism?

"In Him you were also circumcised with the circumcision made
without hands, by putting off the body of the sins of the flesh, by
the circumcision of Christ, buried with Him in baptism, in which you
also were raised with Him through faith in the working of God, who
raised Him from the dead" (Col.2: 11,12).

Members of the Church



Modern Church Fathers
On Baptism

The graces received in Baptism
include new spiritual creation,
forgiveness of sins, adoption as
God`s sons and inheritance of
eternal life.
Baptism is a permanent sign and a
fixed seal for the soul by which we
share in the death and
resurrection of Christ. 

Habib Girgis
The words of our Lord Jesus Christ
are very clear: "He who believes and
is baptised will be saved" (Mark.16:
16).
The Lord did not say: "He who
believes is saved", but He put the
condition of baptism alongside the
condition of belief, as a blessed
memory Pope Shenounda explained
the importance of Baptism for
salvation.

Pope Shenouda III

We obtain through the Baptism:
+ The forgiveness of sins
+ New Nature
+ Baptism is a seal
+ Baptism is a new birth
+ Baptism an Illumination
+ Baptism gives the eternal life

HG Bishop Gregorios
In the sacrament of Baptism, we attain
the rebirth, not of our own merit nor by a
human hand but by the Holy Spirit (John
3:3-5; Tit. 3:5). We also receive God’s
adoption (Gal. 3:26, 27), attain the
remission of sins (Acts 2:38) and
sanctification (Eph. 5:25-26). 

In baptism the believer is transferred from
being belonged to Satan through
subjection to his works, to receiving God’s
adoption, and being His.

Fr Tadros Y Malaty



References
Coptic Encyclopedia, 336-339.

Comparative Theology By H.H. Pope Shenouda III, Translated by Mary & Amani Bassilli, pp. 20-27.

BAPTISM, EUCHARIST AND MINISTRY, FAITH AND ORDER PAPER NO. 111, WORLD COUNCILOF CHURCHES,

GENEVA, 1982.

Jean Danielou,  Bible and Liturgy Chapter 2, 3.

Habib Girgis, Seven Sacraments

HG bishop Mettaous, Baptism


